



Meet the 2021-22 LL.M.s 
We are proud to introduce the Master of Laws (LL.M.) Class of 2022 at the University of Georgia 
School of Law. As detailed in the biographies, the group includes seventeen lawyers who received 
their legal education in twelve different countries, in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. 
 
 
From left: top row: Ciro Pazmiño, Thomas Payrhuber, Veronika Grubenko, Ambrose Armbrister, Agustina 
Figueroa Imfeld; second row: Brian Riera Pena, Mokabbir Sarkar, Kingsley Jephter, Franzisca Heinze, 
Aleksandra Kostoreva; third row: Julieta Sánchez Flor, Evgeniia Romanycheva; front row: Emine (Amy) 






Ambrose Armbrister (Bahamas) earned a bachelor’s of business administration summa cum laude 
from Georgia State University and an honors LL.B. from the University of Manchester (UK). His most 
recent position was stipendiary and circuit magistrate (acting) in the Office of the Judiciary, Nassau, 
Bahamas, presiding over civil and criminal trials. Prior to that, he was chief counsel in the Criminal 
Section of the Office of the Attorney-General in Nassau, where he was a prosecutor for nearly eleven 
years. In addition, Mr. Armbrister has three years of experience as an associate with PwC’s Nassau 
office. Mr. Armbrister plans to take the Georgia bar exam and practice law in the U.S. 
Behnoush Basirian Jahromi (Iran) received a Bachelor of Laws degree from the University of Shiraz 
in Iran and completed a master’s degree in Human Rights from Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran. 
In Iran she is a member of the National Organization for the Development of Exceptional Talent. Her 
master’s thesis was on the right to identity in virtual social media. She has seven years of experience 
as a lawyer at the Iranian Central Bar Association, representing clients in criminal and civil matters. 
Prior to that, she practiced law for two years at Asia Insurance Company. Ms. Basirian has served as a 
member of the UNESCO chair for human rights, peace, and democracy and has participated in 
international conferences on human security, human rights and gender equality. In addition, she is a 
member of the Iranian Association of Constitutional Law. She wants to prepare to take the Georgia bar 
exam and she is interested in pursuing her passion for human rights by working for an international 
organization. 
Ailén Data (Argentina) graduated with a Bachelor of Laws with merit from the Universidad Austral 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where she received an award for research. In 2017, she began working in 
the economic criminal law department at Estudio Lisicki, Litvin & Asociados, a top Buenos Aires 
accounting-law firm. As a senior lawyer there, she worked on white-collar crimes and with an 
interdisciplinary compliance team. She provided legal counsel to companies and individuals regarding 
criminal tax law, money laundering, fraud, smuggling and public corruption. Ms. Data would like to 
pursue a career as an economic crimes prosecutor in Argentina or abroad. Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, she deferred enrollment last year to January 2021 and will graduate in December 2021. 
During the past summer, she worked in the law school’s Community HELP clinic. As an LL.M. 
student, she hopes to increase her understanding of U.S. and international criminal law.  
Agustina Figueroa Imfeld (Argentina) graduated with a Bachelor of Laws from the Universidad 
Nacional del Nordeste in Corrientes, Argentina, where she completed the six-year law degree in fewer 
than three. She also completed an MBA in Innovation Management at the Universidad de Buenos 
Aires. Her MBA thesis on applying blockchain technology for digital media ecosystems was written 
under the direction of IBM’s regional leader in blockchain architecture. She has more than four years 
of law practice experience and most recently was a senior associate for complex litigation at a 
prominent Latin American media and telecommunications group (Clarin Group). Ms. Figueroa Imfeld 
has also participated in pro bono work, including involvement in a project funded by the United 
Nation’s UNDEF fund which aims to promote vulnerable women’s access to justice in civil cases. She 




Veronika Grubenko (Russian Federation) holds both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in law from 
the Moscow State Institute of International Relations. She began her career specializing in international 
trade at TMK Group, a leading global manufacturer and supplier of steel pipes for the oil and gas 
industry and was promoted quickly to senior legal counsel. Her practice covers a wide range of issues, 
including international contracting, negotiations and personal data protection. At the university, she 
participated in the student union and debate society. In addition, she has volunteered in organizations 
that aid the elderly and children with severe illness. As an LL.M. student, Ms. Grubenko hopes to gain 
a deeper understanding of the U.S. legal system and business culture in order to gain expertise for her 
future work with public and private companies from common-law countries. She plans to prepare to 
take a U.S. bar exam. In her spare time, she loves playing basketball, spending time with her family, 
driving a motorbike and investing. 
Franzisca Heinze (Germany) studied law at the University of Regensburg, where she majored in labor 
and corporate law. As a student, she participated in a moot court and was a member of the European 
Law Students Association. After completing rotations as a trainee lawyer and becoming licensed, she 
was hired by Kanzlei Schild Zeller Winkler & Partner mbB, a law firm in Regensburg with a practice 
emphasis on employment law. A long-time volunteer working with children and young adults, she also 
plays in a brass band, and belongs to shooting and riding clubs. She looks forward to learning about 
the U.S. legal system and employment law as an LL.M. student and plans to take the Georgia bar exam. 
Kingsley Jephter (Nigeria) earned his LL.B. from Madonna University with first-class honors and 
was named the best graduating student of the Faculty of Law. He has more than eleven years of practice 
experience in the commercial law and banking sectors. His most recent position was as Team Lead, 
Contract Drafting & Advisory at Keystone Bank Ltd. Prior to this, he was a member of the Investment, 
Syndication, and Advisory Team at Access Bank Plc. There he led the team that implemented the legal 
department’s social responsibility objectives and served as the editor of the bank’s legal journal. He 
also served as vice president of the legal aid society (NYSC) and Chair of the Welfare Society of 
Access Bank Legal. As an LL.M. student, he will focus on business law and preparation for a U.S. bar 
exam. He loves outdoor games and watching action movies. 
 
Aleksandra Kostoreva (Russian Federation) completed her bachelor’s degree in law with honors at 
Tomsk State University in Siberia and earned a Master of Laws degree from Moscow State Institute 
of International Relations. As a law student and as a representative of the university’s endowment fund, 
she organized legal and scholarly conferences and managed negotiation club competitions. Her most 
recent position was general legal counsel in the construction industry at Inventor LLC in Moscow. 
Prior to that, Ms. Kostoreva was senior legal counsel at GroupM LLC (WPP Group), a multinational 
company headquartered in London and legal counsel at PJSC Evropeyskaya Elektrotekhnica, a group 
of companies that provides power supply solutions and energy savings for complex industrial facilities. 
At the UGA School of Law, she plans to concentrate in business law and prepare to take the New York 
bar exam. 
Isabella Paolo (Panama) graduated summa cum laude from Universidad Santa María La Antigua with 
a degree in law and political science. As a student, she was an organizer of law conferences and 
participated in mock trial and litigation technique competitions, and served as a delegate to the Inter-
American Court Committee on Human Rights. She worked in the intellectual property and corporate 
department of Cedeño & Méndez, a Panamanian law firm with offices in Central and South America 
and the Caribbean. A Fulbright awardee, she plans to return to Panama, where she aims to contribute 




Thomas Payrhuber (Germany) studied law at the Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz and the 
University of Freiburg, where he also completed a master’s degree in political science. While a student 
in Freiburg, he was a research assistant at the Institute for International Politics and the Institute for 
Administrative Law. After two years of trainee rotations, and one year as an associate in a law firm, 
Mr. Payrhuber was appointed a first instance labor judge in 2010. In 2016 he was seconded to the 
federal labor court where he served as a research associate, and from 2018 - 2020 he served as a clerk 
to Justice Susanne Baer at Germany’s Federal Constitutional Court. He most recently served as a labor 
judge at the Labor Court in Karlsruhe.  
Ciro Pazmiño (Ecuador) obtained his bachelor’s in law from Pontificia Universidad Católica del 
Ecuador in Quito and worked subsequently as a legal advisor in the Chamber of Industry and 
Production. While there, he served as a consultant to USAID on amendments to the labor code of 
Ecuador. He also worked at the Ministry of Labor Relations, where, among other things, he was in 
charge of planning and leading efforts to supervise and regulate precarious labor conditions in the 
mining industry. Later he took on the role of Labor Relations Area Coordinator at DDL Law Office in 
Quito. Since immigrating to the United States in 2015, he has worked as a marketing specialist at NYC 
Credit & Funding, Inc. and earned a paralegal certificate from the University of South Carolina. His 
goal is to prepare for a U.S. bar exam. 
Brian Riera Pena (Venezuela) earned his Bachelor of Laws degree from Monteavila University in 
Caracas. After graduating, he interned in Caracas at ASAP Venezuela, a corporate staffing company, 
and in the labor department of Baker McKenzie before accepting an associate position with Imery 
Urdaneta Law Firm. In the U.S., he has studied English and worked in the food industry and he is 
looking forward to resuming his legal career. He plans to study business law and prepare to take the 
Georgia bar exam. He is a karate Shotokan black belt master. 
Evgeniia Romanycheva (Russian Federation) has completed an LL.B. with first class honors from 
Lomonosov Moscow State University and a Master’s degree in International Law from Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations. Since 2016, she has been a teacher with the Moscow Department of 
Education, creating and teaching courses on law to students with disabilities. Her university team 
reached the international rounds of the 25th annual Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration 
Moot and her team won the national rounds of the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court 
competition and was among the top 32 teams in the international rounds in Washington, DC. She also 
placed 10th in Russia in a national legal competition.  Her goal is to take the NY bar exam and pursue 
a Ph.D. in comparative law. She plays piano and guitar, and she has been a back-up dancer for popular 
Russian bands. 
Julieta Sánchez Flor (Mexico) received her Bachelor of Laws from the Escuela Superior de Leyes in 
Cancún after starting out in hotel management studies. She has completed internships in the hospitality 
industry and human resources, and has worked for two years as a legal intern for corporate and real 
estate law at Morett Law Firm in Cancún. Her goal is to become an international corporate lawyer with 
a focus on litigation and she plans to prepare to take the Georgia bar exam. Ms. Sánchez’s volunteer 






Mokabbir Sarkar (Bangladesh) is an honors graduate of BRAC University School of Law in Dhaka. 
He began his career at the Infrastructure Development Company Limited in 2011 as a junior legal 
counsel. Subsequently he was employed as an advocate by a private law firm, Mansurul Islam & 
Associates in Narsingdi, before joining Bangladesh Infrastructure Finance Fund Limited (BIFFL) in 
2015, where he most recently served as Principal Officer and Unit Head (Legal) in the Credit 
Administration Department. At BIFFL, his responsibilities entailed due diligence on projects from both 
the public and private sectors and drafting loan agreements for the Ministry of Finance. Mr. Sarkar 
worked as a research assistant for the Law and Development Policy Research Institute and as an 
assistant documentation officer for Odhikar, a human rights organization in Bangladesh. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, he coordinated fundraising to supply protective gear to frontline health 
professionals and he previously volunteered for emergency relief work in Bangladesh. His hobbies are 
photography, traveling, and reading. 
 
Emine “Amy” Toksoz (Turkey) practiced law in Istanbul for more than 25 years. Her practice areas 
include general civil trial practice; real estate acquisitions and development; land use, estate planning, 
and administration. In addition to a law degree from Ankara University, she holds a Ph.D. from the 
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University City and Regional Planning Program. She has written and presented 
extensively on topics in cultural heritage law and urban conservation and renewal. Her goal is to 
increase her knowledge of the U.S. legal system in an international framework and become a licensed 
attorney in Georgia. She enjoys travel, playing tennis, swimming and following technological 
developments. 
Supreme Unukegwo (Nigeria) is an honors law graduate of the University of Lagos, where he wrote 
a thesis on “Interstate Conflict of Laws in Nigeria.” He served as the president of the Law Students 
Society. He also served as under secretary-general of the Lagos Model United Nations Economic and 
Social Council, and as head delegate to the National Model UN in New York, where he won three first 
place position paper awards. Additionally, he was general secretary of the Maritime Forum and chief 
editor of a student legal journal. He received the University of Lagos Leadership Endowment Award 
and numerous mock trial awards. Since graduating, he has gained several years of experience as an 
associate at a top-tier Lagos law firm, Udo Udoma & Belo-Osagie (UUBO). At the University of 
Georgia, Mr. Unukegwo hopes to expand his knowledge of U.S. business law and prepare to take a 
U.S. bar exam. He loves soccer and having great conversations. 
